The reticuloendothelial system and aging: a review.
This review represents an attempt to summarize and evaluate the literature data on the changes occurring in the reticuloendothelial system (RES) during aging. The RES is briefly introduced with emphasis on cellular composition, function, physiology, regulation and the methods employed for assessment of its functions. The age-related changes in the RES are discussed in terms of endocytotic capacity, antimicrobial and antitumor activity and morphology. In addition, the cooperation between the RES and the immune system in the defence of the body against disease agents is discussed in relation to the increased susceptibility to infectious diseases and tumorigenesis in both man and experimental animals during aging.